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Rutgers University–Camden Honors College 
Incoming First Year Students, Fall 2009 - 2013 

 
 
This report summarizes a comparison of 509 first year Rutgers University–Camden Honors College 
students to all other first year students (N=1,925) from Fall 2009 to Fall 2013.  On average, Honors 
College students comprised approximately 21% of the incoming first year class, within individual cohorts 
ranging from 15.6% (Fall 2010) to 26.1% (Fall 2011).  Demographic data and high school academic profile 
information, as well as college outcomes, are included in the analysis. 
 
Over the five year period of the study, as compared to all other first year students, incoming first year 
Honors College students were significantly more likely to be:  
 

 Asian/Pacific Islander or White  

 18 Years Old 

 Students whose parent(s) have a Bachelor’s degree or higher  

 From 6 to 10 miles from campus 

 Camden College of Arts and Sciences or School of Nursing – Camden students 

 Declared admissions majors 

 Students who filed a FAFSA 

 Not low income (above 150% of Federal poverty level) 

 Not Pell Grant recipients 

 Not Federal Work Study recipients 

 Merit Scholarship recipients 
 
No significant difference was found between the two groups based on Gender, Residency (In-State, Out-
of-State, International, Unknown), or EPS Market. 
 

NJ EPS Markets 
 

 



 

September 2014 Rutgers–Camden Institutional Research 2 | P a g e  
 

Statistical tests showed significant differences in the academic profiles of incoming first year Honors 
College students as compared to all other incoming first year students.  Honors students had 
significantly higher mean SAT Math scores (599 vs. 513), SAT Critical Reading scores (591 vs. 495), and 
SAT Writing scores (588 vs. 492).  Incoming Honors College students had significantly higher mean high 
school percentile class rank (82% vs. 62%) and mean high school GPAs (3.63 vs. 3.12) than other 
incoming first year students; however, note that high school rank was only reported for about 75% of 
the students, and weighted high school GPAs were only available for students entering in Fall 2011 or 
later.  Additionally, Honors students were significantly less likely than other incoming first year students 
to enroll in remedial Math courses (26% vs. 66%) and in remedial English courses (3% vs. 41%).   
 
A comparison of outcomes for incoming first year Honors College students and other first year students 
showed statistically significant differences in retention, GPA, and graduation outcomes.  Students who 
entered as first year Honors College students had significantly higher mean GPAs after their first year 
(3.31 vs. 2.58), second year (3.29 vs. 2.71), third year (3.31 vs. 2.84), and fourth year (3.20 vs. 2.95).  
Additionally, Honors College students were significantly more likely to: 
 

 Be retained to their second year at Rutgers University–Camden (87% vs. 75%) 

 Be retained to their second year within Rutgers (90% vs. 80%) 

 Be retained to their third year at Rutgers University–Camden (71% vs. 62%) 

 Be retained to their third year within Rutgers (82% vs. 67%) 

 Be retained to their fourth year within Rutgers (74% vs. 62%) 

 Graduate within 4 years from Rutgers University–Camden (35% vs. 20%) – Fall 2009 cohort only 

 Graduate within 4 years from Rutgers University (40% vs. 22%) – Fall 2009 cohort only 
 
Rates of retention to the fourth year at Rutgers University–Camden were not significantly different for 
Honors College students as compared to all other first year students. 
 
 

 


